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trace the origin and development of leading types—the celt, halbert,
rapier, sword, spear-head, and buckler—before a description is given of
individual objects in topographical order. The collection was greatly-
enriched in 1909 by Mr. Pierpont Morgan's gift of Canon Green well's
gold and bronze specimens.

British Museum Medieval Collection.—The medieval collections of
the British Museum, transferred from the former Medieval Room to
the west end of the King Edward the Seventh Galleries (lower floor),
have been open to the public since July. The gold ornaments, includ-
ing the Franks and Waddesdon collections, are still withdrawn from
exhibition, and it is feared that some time may elapse before accom-
modation is provided for them.

In many ways the collections do not gain by their change of place.
They are taken out of their historical sequence and cut off from their
former neighbours to accompany porcelain and pottery; the sense ot
unity suggested by the occupation of a single room is lost in the
immensity of the new gallery ; the discontinuous pier-cases projecting
from the walls are not so well adapted as the old wall-cases for the
exhibition of continuous series. The homelier objects illustrating
domestic life are to some extent crowded out by lack of space, and
where shown seem exiled in their present architectural environment.
On the other hand, the substitution of lighting from both sides for the
old top-lighting has undoubtedly proved of advantage to other kinds of
objects, such as enamels and fine metal-work, especially to reliefs of all
kinds: the ivory carvings, seals, and alabasters have all profited by
their migration, and familiar friends like the Grandisson ivories are
seen better than ever before.

In the cases along the north side of the gallery are arranged :
Ivories and Alabasters, Enamels, Church metal-work, and English
seals. Along the south side are: Foreign seals, Domestic metal-work,
Minor Sculpture, Clocks and Watches. The table-cases in the several
bays contain as far as possible objects complementary to those in the
adjoining cases; while the contents of cases down the middle of
the gallery are connected with the collections opposite. A popular
feature is the tall clock by Isaac Habrecht, formerly at the top of the
main staircase, but now standing free and kept going, to the evident
pleasure of visitors. The armour is somewhat inadequately displayed
in two cases set against the large piers at the west end.

When arrangements for due security have been completed, the
Waddesdon Collection and the other objects of high intrinsic value
formerly in the old Gold Ornament Room will occupy the two
extremities of the gallery.

Wayland's Smithy, Berkshire.—Owing mainly to the zeal and
pertinacity of Mr. Harry d'Almaine, Town Clerk of Abingdon, enough
is now known of the famous monument called Wayland's Smithy, on
the Berkshire Downs near the White Horse, to correct the false im-
pression given in Kenilworth by Sir Walter Scott, who never
saw what he called the Cave. It is scheduled as an ancient monu-
ment, and Mr. Peers, the Chief Inspector of Ancient Monuments,
with Mr. Reginald Smith supervised the recent excavations, for
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which the Earl of Craven not only readily gave permission, but
also provided the labour. Mr. d'Almaine and Rev. Charles Overy
rendered much assistance, and Mr. Dudley Buxton has examined the
human remains discovered. The results are to be communicated to
the Society early in the session, and will be found to confirm in the
main a sketch made by John Aubrey about 1670. As may be seen in
the present number of the Journal, it is to Aubrey also that we owe
the discovery of the ring of sockets within the rampart at Stonehenge ;
and the value of such early records increases with every vindication of
their accuracy.

The excavation of Segontium.—Excavations have been carried out
in half an acre of land immediately outside the wall of the Roman
fort of Segontium, at Carnarvon, during August, September, and
October last, under the superintendence of Mr. A. G. K. Hayter, F.S.A.
Two ditches have been found, both double. The outer ditch had
been discontinued for a space of about 30 ft. on the west side. Both
arms end abruptly. The gap lies just south of the centre of the
west wall of the fort and should indicate an entrance, but the road
metalling fails within 30 ft. of the outer ditch. During excavations
four wells were discovered. Some rubbish pits have been emptied
and their contents have added to the finds, which include fragments
of pottery, brooches, and coins. These date from the first to the
fourth century. Some leather includes one piece 14 in. by 16 in.,
with needle holes along one edge, and a metal-studded leather boot.
No foundations of houses have been uncovered, but some post-holes
and traces of timber and wattle indicate the existence of wooden
buildings of some description. It is hoped that next year subscriptions
to the Segontium Excavation Fund will enable the Excavation Com-
mittee to open up some of the land within the wall of the fort. An
interim report on the work will appear in Archaeologia Cambrensis.

Excavations at Bryn y Gefeiliau, Carnarvonshire.—Preliminary
excavations were carried out in February and March last on a Roman
site lying in a bend of the river Llugwy between Capel Curig and
Bettws y Coed. Operations began on a group of buildings ranged
round a square of about 140 ft. to 150 ft. On the western side the
existence was established of a continuous range of rooms, 130 ft. long
by 34 ft. wide, with walls from 4 ft. to 5 ft. high in places. Parallel to
this a wider range of the same length of a more elaborate plan was
excavated, with several small rooms at the northern end, all showing
considerable evidence of alteration and rebuilding. The northernmost
room, with part of the passage leading to it, was floored with large
slabs of slate with sawn edges, which can be paralleled on other sites in
North Wales. The floors of the other rooms were of clay. In this slate-
floored area were found portions of several large amphorae, but other-
wise little pottery or other material was recovered from the rooms. A
considerable amount of pottery was, however, found in a layer lower
than any of the existing buildings. All this can be dated between about
A.D. 80 and A.D. 120. Other finds included a considerable number of
small pieces of lead, some of it worked ; portions of glass bottles, etc. ;
scoriae and remains of hearths, suggesting that this part of the site may




